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READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Welcome to your own extraordinary oasis.

9 Berrybrook Hollow, Orinda
6 BR | 5F & 2H BA | 6,350* SF | 2.4+ AC
$5,450,000 | 9Berrybrook.com

This exceptional property features a main
home, guest house, and studio. Each space is
thoughtfully designed for luxurious living, with
bold interior spaces bathed in natural light
and captivating views.

This is your opportunity to regenerate,
rejuvenate, and embrace the best life has to

o offer. Located at the end of a private drive,
this timeless masterpiece is unparalleled in its
quality and design.

Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.

Call us at 925.766.1447 to schedule your private tour of 9 Berrybrook Hollow.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented

herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or

withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Wednesday, January 17, 2024

Chris Swim
DRE 00943989

Tracy Keaton
DRE 01051349

92571661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

CEOMPASS

After 30 years, Wilder developer is finished, hiking trail staging
area eliminated

By Sora O’Doherty

The most contentious
aspect of the ninth
amendment to the
Wilder Development
Agreement (DA) ad-
dressed at the Orinda
City Council meeting on
Jan. 9 was the assign-
ment of responsibility
for a BART shuttle to the
Wilder Owners Associa-
tion (WOA). The devel-
oper, OGLLC, had de-
clared in July, 2022, that
they had run out of
funds to complete the
development. City staff
have been working with
the developer since then
and a number of the re-
maining tasks were
completed.

With the ninth
amendment to the DA,

that a bus shuttle to the
Orinda BART Station
would be an amenity,
and perhaps an envi-
ronmental advantage.
However, since the de-
velopment of non-
polluting electric vehi-
cles and the change in
working habits brought
about by the COVID-19
pandemic, there has
been no demand for
such a service. (Wilder
students are served by
the Lamorinda School
Bus Program that trans-
ports students to Wagner
Ranch Elementary
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the council agrees to end
the developer OGLLC’s

obligations to complete ~ School and Orinda Mid-
the planned Red Hawk dle School on school
staging area for access to days.)

The requirement to
provide a shuttle had
previously been dele-
gated from the developer
to the Wilder Owners
Association (WOA), and
public commenters ob-
jected to the removal of
the obligation from the
developer without also
removing the obligation
from the WOA. Bob
Finch, vice-president of
the WOA, in public com-
ments, told the council
that 94% of Wilder resi-
dents have no interest in
using a shuttle. Main-
taining the requirement
for the WOA, even if the

trails at the southern
end of the valley and to
leave the completion of
sidewalks to the few
homes, yet to be com-
pleted, that will need
sidewalks on their prop-
erty. There was no pub-
lic objection to the
changes, with the excep-
tion of the BART shuttle
changes. The required
ordinances will be final-
ized at the next council
meeting on Jan. 23.
Things have changed
a lot since the first DA
was adopted in 1994. At
that time, it was thought

city manager says that
the city is not asking that
a shuttle be established,
imposes an “unneces-
sary, undesirable, and
financially untenable”
burden on Wilder resi-
dents, he said.

Cathy Finch pointed
to the many extra re-
quirements that apply to
Wilder residents, who
pay over $9,000 in as-
sessment fees. She sug-
gested the possibility
that a shuttle would be
used to access the Wilder
playing fields, for which
the city charges user
fees. David Doupe, who
also submitted written
comments, added that
half of Wilder residents
own electric or hybrid
vehicles and 85% have
rooftop solar. Com-
menters requested that
any reference to the
shuttle be removed from
the Wilder CC&Rs.

Tracey Borst and
Robert Menicucci wrote
to the council “in oppo-
sition to the amendment
agreement that the HOA
[sic] operate and main-
tain, at our expense, a
shuttle service.” They
argued that it would be a
real financial burden on
homeowners, and men-
tioned that a poll of

Wilder residents showed
that the shuttle would
not be used. David
Doupe, Mark Ashby,
John Steward and Cindy
Grant also submitted
written comments
against the shuttle.
During council dis-
cussion, council mem-
bers and Orinda city at-
torney Osa Wolff, strug-
gled to come up with
language to release the
developer from the
shuttle requirement, and
agreed upon the follow-
ing language: "As ac-
knowledged in the 9th
Amendment to this
Agreement approved in
2024, Orinda Gateway,
LLC is no longer respon-
sible for implementing a
BART/Downtown Shuttle
Service between the
Wilder Project and
downtown Orinda, in-
cluding the BART station.
The parties acknowledge
responsibility for the
BART/Downtown Shuttle
Service is limited to the
Wilder Homeowners As-
sociation as described in
Section 7.11 of the Dec-
laration of Covenants,
Conditions and Restric-
tions of Wilder."
Although the change
does not remove the re-
quirement of providing a

shuttle from the WOA,
council members did not
suggest that there would
be any immediate de-
mand for a shuttle, but
sought to provide for the
possibility in the future.
The East Bay Re-
gional Parks District in-
dicated to the city that
they did not oppose the
elimination of the Red
Tail Hawk Staging Area,
but expressed interest in
ensuring access to
Wilder via the existing
approved trail system to
Sibley Volcanic Regional
Preserve. According to
the staff report, that
would be accomplished
by designating approxi-
mately 10 parking spaces
in the Wilder Sports
Complex lot for trail
parking, with appropri-
ate signage. The Parks
District is also exploring
the possibility of assign-
ing an existing deposit
for a modular restroom
structure to the nearby
Old Tunnel Staging Area.
Wilder resident David
Korpi submitted written
comments in favor of re-
moving the Red Tail
Hawk Staging Area, but
expressing concern over
how the area will be se-
cured in the future.

Orinda has once again
received a clean opinion

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 .+
. 1 Honest

www.honestrodentproofing.com H‘Mﬂ“ PTH'““E

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento ri#is

Surprisingly
great rates that
fit any budget.

| can help you bundle
your home and auto
insurance, atarate

that may surprise you.
Call me for a quote today.

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm

Evenings & Weekends by Appt Like a good neighbor,

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance State Farmis there.”
Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

Individual premiums and budgets will
vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm™ underwriting
requirements. Availability and amount
of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven,

State Farm County Mutual Insurance

oo StateFarm-

State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
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on its annual audit. The
City Council on Jan. 9 re-
ceived the annual com-
prehensive financial re-
port (ACFR) containing
the auditor’s opinion
and audited financial
statements for fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023. An
unmodified opinion is
the highest level assur-
ance that a certified
public accountant firm
can give to an entity. City
staff will submit the
ACFR for the Govern-
ment Finance Officers

Association certificate of
Achievement for Excel-
lence in Financial Re-
porting award program.
Orinda has received the
award for the past nine
consecutive years.

The audit was pre-
pared by Maze & Associ-
ates, who have per-
formed the audit for
nine years, and pre-
sented to the council by
David Alvey. Next year
the city will chose a dif-
ferent auditor, to comply
with the California Gov-
ernment Code require-
ment that auditors be

Another stellar audit for Orinda
By Sora O’Doherty

changed periodically.

In addition, Maze &
Associates also did a
Transportation Develop-
ment Act audit, and pre-
sented an unmodified
opinion.

Orinda’s total assets
increased by $3.6 mil-
lion. The increase was
largely owing to the ad-
vent of Measure R, a
one-half cent sales tax
increase passed by the
voters in 2020 and capi-
tal asset improvements.
Total expenses also in-
creased by $1.8 million,
much of which was

caused by increased de-
mand on parks and
recreation facilities and
the library, as well as an
increase in staffing as
two vacant positions
were filled.

The audit concluded
that Orinda could sur-
vive for 11 months on
the fund balance in the
general fund and for five
months on emergency
reserves of $7.9 million.
The text of the audit re-
port is contained in the
full agenda packet for
Jan. 9, found on the city’s
website.

COME CHECK OUT ORINDA'S NEW

TOF RATED TAQUERIA IN TOWRN

COPEN MON-FRI |
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2 THEATRE 50. 5TE 141,
ORINDA, CA. 94563

ORDER TODAY
510-630-3436
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Come vi

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

sit our brand new State of the Art office.



